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 II Kings 1-2
Chariots and Horses of Fire
                           I. From Last Week
                          II. The Word to Elijah
                         III. Elijah Translated
                         IV. The Chariot of Israel and the Riders Thereof
                          V. The Beginning of Elish’s Ministry  
   VI. Types of the Second Advent       
Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 1:2-12) 

Chariots and Horses of Fire – II Kings 1-2  Text: II Thessalonians 1:7-8
	
	Scope and Plan of II Kings

	Scope
	For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them; Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day. And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. (2 Kings 17:22-24) And the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there. (2 Kings 23:27)

	Reference
	1
	9
	17
	18
	22
	25

	Kings
	Ahaziah and Jehoram with the prophet Elisha
	10 Kings of Israel & 8 Kings of Judah
	Removal of Israel from the land to Assyria
	Good Hezekiah, his bad father & grandfather
	Good Josiah and his 4 bad successors
	Judah’s Babylonian Captivity for 70 years

	Divisions
	Divided Kingdom
	Judah, the Only Kingdom Left

	Kingdoms
	Israel and Judah
	Judah

	Kings 
	19 consecutive kings – 9 dynasties
	One dynasty from David ultimately to Christ

	Plan
	Ahaziah to Hoshea
	Hezekiah to Zedekiah

	Time Span
	Approximately 131 years
	Approximately 155 years


Second Kings continues the history and prophecy of the earthly kingdoms of Israel and Judah right up to their captivities.  As Second Kings begins, we will see Elijah in his final ministry activity and is taken up in a whirlwind as Elisha witnesses from the scene and the sons of the prophets look on over the Jordan.  Elijah’s ministry with a double portion was God’s pleading with Israel to return to him and they would not have to leave the land.  Moses had prophesied this in Deuteronomy 28.  
Apostasy and moral decline continues as Israel, with her line of all bad kings, is taken by the Assyrians first, then followed approximately 135 years later by Judah.  While Israel had no good kings and no revivals, Judah had revivals in the time of Hezekiah and Josiah.  Between Hezekiah and Josiah in Judah, there was a return to apostasy: but when Josiah obeyed God and took away the high places and false Gods, the LORD brought forth His lost Word and revival and reform took place.  After the good king Josiah’s death, Judah was soon taken by the Babylonians.  The LORD did not leave Judah without His Word, as Jeremiah, a witness of King Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem, prophesied at Jerusalem; Ezekiel prophesied at the camp of Babylon, and Daniel the prophet was stationed in the very court of king Nebuchadnezzar.
Hosea and Amos prophesied to Israel before the captivity.  Isaiah prophesied about both Israel and Judah, but Jeremiah, Joel, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah were prophets of Judah.
I. From Last Week
Ahab’s Death
1 Kings 22:40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.
Quick summary of Jehosaphat’s reign
1 Kings 22:41 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.
1 Kings 22:42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.
1 Kings 22:43 And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the LORD: nevertheless the high places were not taken away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places.
1 Kings 22:44 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.
More about Jehosaphat found in the Books of Chronicles
1 Kings 22:45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he shewed, and how he warred, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
Quick summary of Jehosaphat’s accomplishments
1 Kings 22:46 And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained in the days of his father Asa, he took out of the land.
1 Kings 22:47 There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was king.
Jehosaphat builds up the shipping business of Judah – Ahaziah wants to sail with them for gold (I Kings 10:22)
1 Kings 22:48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they went not; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber.
1 Kings 22:49 Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not.
1 Kings 22:50 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.
Ahaziah, Ahab’s son, reigned in Israel for two years – A bad king
1 Kings 22:51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.
1 Kings 22:52 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin:
1 Kings 22:53 For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD God of Israel, according to all that his father had done.
2 Kings 1:1 Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab.
Ahaziah falls from his upper chamber – Sends messengers to seek Baal-zebub – They don’t make it to Ekron
2 Kings 1:2 And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease.
[bookmark: _Hlk220169241]II. The Word to Elijah
The Angel of the LORD comes to Elijah
2 Kings 1:3 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron?
After the message Elijah departs
2 Kings 1:4 Now therefore thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed.
The Messengers of the injured King return before enquiring about Baal-zebub
2 Kings 1:5 And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now turned back?
2 Kings 1:6 And they said unto him, There came a man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.
2 Kings 1:7 And he said unto them, What manner of man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words?
He was a hairy man girt with a leather girdle – Remind you of John the Baptist?
2 Kings 1:8 And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.
Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
Matthew 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 3:3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Matthew 3:4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.
Matthew 3:5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,
Matthew 3:6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
King Azariah of Israel sends the military after Elijah
2 Kings 1:9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down.
Elijah has his boldness back in full force of the Holy Spirit
2 Kings 1:10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.
King Ahaziah sends more military to Elijah
2 Kings 1:11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly.
2 Kings 1:12 And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.
And a third – This is 150 men!
2 Kings 1:13 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight.
The captains of the military seek mercy from Elijah
2 Kings 1:14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight.
The Angel of the LORD speaks again to Elijah – Go with him
2 Kings 1:15 And the angel of the LORD said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the king.
Ahaziah dies just as the Words of the Angel of the LORD had spoken to Elijah – Jehoram reigns
2 Kings 1:16 And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it not because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word? therefore thou shalt not come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.
2 Kings 1:17 So he died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; because he had no son.
2 Kings 1:18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?
[bookmark: _Hlk220169274]III. Elijah Translated 
Elijah and Elisha leave together from Gilgal to Beth-el – I Kings 19:19-20 – Luke 9:62
2 Kings 2:1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.
2 Kings 2:2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el.
The sons of the prophets at Beth-el meet Elisha
2 Kings 2:3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.
Elijah says to Elisha that he needs to go to Jericho – the sons of the prophets talk to Elisha again
2 Kings 2:4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.
2 Kings 2:5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.
Elijah says to Elisha that he needs to go to Jordan
2 Kings 2:6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.
2 Kings 2:7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan.
Elijah and Elisha go over Jordan on dry ground
2 Kings 2:8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.
Elisha, What shall I do for thee before I am taken away? – Elisha wants a double portion – Deuteronomy 21:17
2 Kings 2:9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.
If you see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so
2 Kings 2:10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.
A chariot of fire, horses of fire, and Elijah goes up by a whirlwind
2 Kings 2:11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
[bookmark: _Hlk220169315]IV. The Chariot of Israel and the Riders Thereof
Look what Elisha exclaims as Elijah was taken
2 Kings 2:12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
2 Kings 2:13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan;
[bookmark: _Hlk220169352]V. The Beginning of Elish’s Ministry
Where is the God of Elijah?
2 Kings 2:14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.
2 Kings 2:15 And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.
2 Kings 2:16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.
2 Kings 2:17 And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not.
2 Kings 2:18 And when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?
2 Kings 2:19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the ground barren.
2 Kings 2:20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him.
2 Kings 2:21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land.
2 Kings 2:22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake.
2 Kings 2:23 And he went up from thence unto Beth-el: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.
2 Kings 2:24 And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them.
2 Kings 2:25 And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.
V. Types of the Second Advent –
Fire and Horses take us to the Day of the LORD - Joel 2
Deuteronomy 33:1-5; 26-29; Psalm 104:1-5; Isaiah 66:1-24; Habakkuk 3; Zechariah 14 Path of the 2nd Advent

Luke 9; Revelation 11; Matthew 24; (22); Revelation 8 (5)- Elijah will return just before the 2nd Advent

Malachi 4; Matthew 16 (Last verse along with Matthew 17)- Elijah returns before the 1st and the 2nd  Advents

2 Thessalonians 1:6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
2 Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,
2 Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
2 Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.
2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:
2 Thessalonians 1:12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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